January 28, 2009
The Honorable Richard Devlin

Oregon State Senate

900 Court St. NE., S-223

Salem, OR, 97301

Re: Oregon Domestic and Sexual Violence Services Funding

Dear Senator Devlin,

Do you know that domestic violence and sexual assault crimes make up 1/3 of all violent crime in Oregon?

Do you know that children witness 33% of intimate partner physical assaults and more that 50% of rape victims are under 17 years old?

Do you know that the cost of domestic and sexual violence in Oregon exceeds 

$50 million a year in health services, lost work productivity and loss of earnings?

The Oregon Domestic and Sexual Violence Services Fund (ODSVS) is the only source of general fund dollars that provides services to victims of domestic and sexual violence in every county in Oregon.

These funds provide essential services across the state that includes: emergency shelter and assistance; counseling, support, and information referral; individualized safety planning and culturally specific services and outreach to underserved victims.
A State equity allocation study conducted in 2006 found that an additional $5 million in ODSVS funding was necessary to ensure that survivors statewide have access to the most basic minimum safety services.  The legislature supported this effort in 2007with a $2 million increase to ODSVS funding.  Now in 2009, the ODSVS fund is once again in jeopardy.  The Governor’s budget calls for a 10% decrease in these funds.  Please do not compromise these vital life-saving services for Oregonians.

I respectfully request that you do not support any reduction in ODSVS funding.  Thank you for showing your support for survivors of domestic and sexual violence in Oregon.

Sincerely,

